






 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Blog Posts 

Update: Autism Services in Texas 

Due to action taken by the Texas Legislature and guidance from the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, more people with autism spectrum disorder may have access to the 
services and supports they need. 

RFP: Leadership and Advocacy Training Programs 

TCDD issued an RFP to fund up to four organizations to provide leadership development and 
advocacy skills training to individuals with disabilities and their family members. The 
deadline to apply is October 28, 2015. 

RFP: Summits Aim to Improve Transportation Systems 

TCDD issued an RFP to fund one organization to coordinate and host at least three summits 
that will result in increased use of accessible transportation by people with DD. The 
deadline to submit a proposal is October 28, 2015. 

RFP: Trainings to Increase Use of Alternatives to Guardianship 

TCDD issued an RFP to fund one organization to develop and provide training that will 
increase the use of alternatives to guardianship, including supported decision-‐making and 
other services and supports. The deadline to submit a proposal is October 2, 2015. 

Barriers to Transportation in Texas 

An estimated 1.9 million Texans with disabilities do not leave their homes due to a lack of 
adequate transportation services. Learn more about the barriers to transportation and how 
you can get involved to develop solutions. 

Information Requests & Distribution 

E-‐newsletter: The e-‐newsletter, TCDD Connection, was distributed in August to 867 contacts. 

Emails: The following single-‐topic email blasts were issued: 
� TCDD Council & Committee Meetings: August 5-‐7, 2015 

� RFP: Leadership & Advocacy Skills Training 

� RFP: Alternatives to Guardianship Trainings 
� RFP: Accessible Transportation Summits 
� Transportation Barriers in Texas 

I&R Requests: Staff responded to 56 requests for information and referral. 

Materials Distributed 
� Higher Ed Guide (English): 30 

� Higher Ed Guide (Spanish): 54 

� The Next Step (DVD): 192 



Information about Guardianship Alternatives Online 

TCDD Website 
The 84th Texas Legislature passed significant legislation to advance alternatives to guardianship for people with 
disabilities. Guardianship Alternatives Resources are featured on the TCDD website, including information about 
supported decision-‐making and the supported decision-‐making agreement form. 

TCDD Facebook Page 

The First Supported Decision-‐Making Agreement 
Travan Carter of San Angelo was the first person in Texas to sign a supported 
decision-‐making (SDM) agreement. Travan was also the first person in the 
United States to sign an SDM agreement because Texas is the first state to put 
SDM in law. 

Guardianship is a legal tool that allows a person to make decisions for another 
person. SDM is a new alternative to guardianship that supports people to 
make their own decisions and stay in charge of their lives, while receiving any 
help they need to do so. Travan wanted an SDM agreement so he could make 
his own decisions, such as choosing where to go and who to visit, just like 
everybody else. 

Prior to signing the SDM agreement, the process had actually begun for Travan to be placed under guardianship. 
Guardianship would have removed Travan’s rights to make his own decisions and would have assigned control of his life 
to someone else. Fortunately, Travan had been working with The Arc of San Angelo, and they were aware of the SDM 
bill that eventually passed during the 84th Texas Legislature. With assistance from The Arc of San Angelo, Travan was 
able to divert guardianship and execute an SDM agreement. 

GRSDM Awards Banquet 
The Guardianship Reform and Supported Decision-‐Making 
(GRSDM) workgroup held an awards banquet to recognize the 
efforts of some individuals to advance guardianship reform 
during the 84th Texas Legislative Session. 

Speakers and Outstanding Leadership Award recipients from the 
event (L-‐R): Judge Guy Herman, Representative John Smithee, 
Dawn Carlton, David Slayton (OCA Director), Chief Justice Nathan 
Hecht, Senator Judith Zaffirini, Jessaca Bond, Dennis Borel (CTD 
Executive Director), and Belinda Carlton (TCDD). 



 

Barriers to Transportation in Texas 

An estimated 1.9 million Texans with disabilities do not leave their homes 
due to a lack of adequate transportation services. Barriers to transportation 
may prevent a person with a disability from getting to their job, accessing 
non-emergency medical care, taking care of everyday household errands, or 
just participating in recreational and social activities. According to a recent 
report from the National Council on Disability, while progress related to 
transportation has been made over the last 10 years, significant barriers 
remain. 

Some barriers to transportation and mobility include: 
 IInnssuuffffiicciieenntt  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree – A lack of adequate sidewalks, curb cutouts, and 

paved paths may prevent people with mobility challenges from accessing public 
transportation.  

 FFrraaggmmeenntteedd  aanndd  ddeecceennttrraalliizzeedd  MMeeddiiccaaiidd  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn – Multiple 
providers in an area may not coordinate scheduling.  

 MMeeddiiccaall  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm  ((MMTTPP))  rruulleess  aanndd  rreegguullaattiioonnss – An 
individual using MTP can only complete the transport for the designated medical 
purpose. For example, if a person needs to pick up a prescription as a result of a 
medical appointment, he/she would have to return home and schedule a separate 
ride to get the prescription. Also, MTP is only for an individual and an attendant. If 
the person using MTP has a child, the child is not allowed to accompany the parent 
even if childcare is unavailable.  

 AA  nnoonn--rreessppoonnssiivvee  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ssyysstteemm – When a person with a disability 
experiences an issue with a transportation system, it is difficult for them to have the 
issue addressed because the system lacks adequate tracking, reporting, and 
documenting procedures necessary for response.  



 GGeeooggrraapphhiicc  bboouunnddaarriieess – Many transportation systems are limited to geographic 
boundaries. For example, some transportation providers in urban areas can’t travel 
beyond certain predetermined boundaries. This rigid system can make it difficult to 
coordinate travel to different cities and towns and may lead to gaps in service. 

 RRiiddee  sshhaarriinngg  sseerrvviicceess – New and innovative transportation options that serve 
many people, like ride sharing services, may not be affordable or accessible, and may 
discriminate against individuals with disabilities.  

Public transportation is a complicated but important issue for people with 
disabilities in Texas. Barriers to transportation need policy-driven solutions 
developed by stakeholders with experience and knowledge of the current system. 
The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD) is currently accepting 
proposals for a project that will bring together stakeholders to learn about 
transportation policy and to collaborate to develop solutions. To learn more about 
this opportunity to work with others to develop solutions to transportation issues, 
check out TCDD’s Accessible Public Transportation Summit Request for Proposals. 
Proposals must be submitted by October 28, 2015. 
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